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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice I

• How many syllables are there in caramel?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice II

with 2 syllables (”car-ml”) (38.02%)

with 3 syllables (”carra-mel”) (37.66%)

I use both interchangeably (17.26%)

Two are different meanings (3.77%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice III

• How do you pronounce coupon?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice IV

[u:] as in ”coop” (”coopon”) (66.86%)

[ju:] as in ”cute” (”cyoopon”)
(31.31%)

other (1.83%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice V

• How do you pronounce lawyer?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice VI

with [�j] as in ”boy” (”loyer”)
(72.84%)

with [�] as in ”saw” (”law-yer”)
(21.96%)

I use both interchangeably (4.86%)

other (0.34%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice VII

• How do you pronounce Mary / merry / marry?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice VIII

all 3 are the same (56.88%)

all 3 are different (17.34%)

Mary and merry are the same (8.97%)

Mary and marry are the same
(15.84%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice IX

• How do you pronounce mayonnaise?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice X

with [æ] as in ”man” (2 syll,
”man-aze”) (41.65%)

with [ej] (3 syll, ”may-uh-naze”)
(45.83%)

I use both interchangeably (8.81%)

other (3.71%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XI

• How do you pronounce Monday?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XII

[e:] as in ”say” (86.78%)

[i:] as in ”see” (4.69%)

[i:] in compounds (e.g., ”Sunday
school”) (6.12%)

other (2.40%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XIII

• How do you pronounce Elvis Presley?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XIV

[s] (66.19%) [z] (33.81%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XV

• Grammatical or ungrammatical? I do exclusively figurative paintings
anymore.
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XVI

acceptable (5.41%)

unacceptable (91.56%)

not sure (3.03%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XVII

• Grammatical or ungrammatical? Forget the nice clothes anymore
(referring to babies eating messily after a certain age)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XVIII

acceptable (22.08%)

unacceptable (70.17%)

not sure (7.75%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XIX

• What do you call the insect that flies around in the summer and has a rear
section that glows in the dark?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XX

lightning bug (29.07%)

firefly (30.43%)

both (39.81%)

peenie wallie (0.02%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XXI

• What do you call the big clumps of dust that gather under furniture and in
corners?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XXII

dust bunnies (71.92%)

dust kittens (0.32%)

dust mice (0.98%)

dust balls (21.35%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XXIII

• What do you call the little gray creature (that looks like an insect but is
actually a crustacean) that rolls up into a ball when you touch it?

Tomonori Nagano <tnagano@lagcc.cuny.edu> Edu&Lang Acq. Dept., LaGuardia CC 23/1



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XXIV

pill bug (15.91%)

doodle bug (3.61%)

potato bug (12.95%)

roly poly (33.07%)

Tomonori Nagano <tnagano@lagcc.cuny.edu> Edu&Lang Acq. Dept., LaGuardia CC 24/1



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XXV

sow bug (4.13%)

basketball bug (0.08%)

twiddle bug (0.04%)

roll-up bug (0.21%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XXVI

wood louse (0.47%)

millipede (0.88%)

centipede (2.31%)

no word for it (9.44%)
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XXVII

• When you stand outside with a long line of people waiting to get in
somewhere, are you standing ”in line” or ”on line” (as in, ”I stood in
the cold for two hours before they opened the doors”)?
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ELL101: Sociolinguistics practice XXVIII

on line (5.49%)

in line (88.30%)

both sound equally good (5.36%)

neither (0.12%)
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